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The Department of Visual Arts is part of the 
School of Visual and Performing Arts in the 
Faculty of Humanities at Nelson Mandela 
University. As the oldest art school in South 
Africa, established in 1882, we have a rich 
and proud history.

A comprehensive selection of degree 
programmes is offered, including a Bachelor 
of Visual Arts, Bachelor of Visual Arts 
Honours, a Master of Visual Arts, and a PhD 
in Visual Arts. In all our programs, students 
can use our specialised studio spaces. They 
receive teaching in both group and one-on-
one settings from well-qualified staff who 
are professionals in their respective fields. 
All our courses offer a blend of theoretical 
studies, practical studio-based skills, and 
entrepreneurial practices.

The following Bachelor of Visual Arts 
degree majors are available:
Ceramics
Fashion and Textile Design
Graphic Design
Painting
Photography
Printmaking
Sculpture

Visual Arts Postgraduate Studies:
Bachelor of Visual Arts Honours
Our Honours programme cultivates and 
promotes elevated creative and professional 
development levels within the visual arts. 
Over one year, students will embark on a 
self-directed project, which culminates in a 
group exhibition.

Master of Arts: Visual Arts
The master’s degree program spans two 
years and involves conducting advanced 
research independently. This research 
culminates in a written dissertation for a 
theoretical or empirical study or a research 
report and a significant body of creative 
work for practice-based studies.

PhD in Visual Arts
A PhD in Visual Arts is a research-focused 
program that offers advanced training to 
students interested in pursuing a career 
in academia or the arts. Through rigorous 
coursework, critical analysis, and creative 
production, students develop their artistic 
practice while engaging in contemporary 
debates in the field.

Unlock your creative potential by pursuing a 
Bachelor of Visual Arts, Bachelor of Visual Arts 
Honours, Master of Visual Arts, or PhD in Visual 
Arts at Nelson Mandela University by contacting 

us now:

visualarts@mandela.ac.za

Undergrad & Postgraduate enquiries:
Buyelwa Gxido: 041 504 3247

Please Read the full course descriptions on our website: https://visualarts.mandela.ac.za 

Follow our social media sites: https://linktr.ee/visual_art_nmu


