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The Department of Visual Arts is part of the 
School of Visual and Performing Arts in the 
Faculty of Humanities at Nelson Mandela 
University. Established in 1882, we are proud 
to be the oldest art school in South Africa.

We offer a comprehensive range of 
qualifications, including the Bachelor of 
Visual Arts, Bachelor of Visual Arts (Honours), 
Master of Visual Arts, and PhD in Visual Arts. 
Students learn in dedicated studio spaces 
under the guidance of experienced lecturers 
who are practising artists, designers, 
photographers, and researchers. We have 
alumni who are influential leading creatives.

Our programmes combine theoretical 
knowledge, practical studio experience, 
creative exploration, and entrepreneurial 
skills, preparing graduates for careers in the 
creative industries and postgraduate study.

Choose from seven studio-based 
majors in the Bachelor of Visual Arts 
programme:
•	 Ceramics
•	 Fashion and Textile Design
•	 Graphic Design
•	 Painting
•	 Photography
•	 Printmaking
•	 Sculpture

Postgraduate Studies:
Bachelor of Visual Arts (Honours)
Our Honours programme cultivates and 
promotes elevated creative and professional 
development levels within the visual arts. 
Over one year, students will embark on a 
self-directed project, which culminates in a 
group exhibition.

Master of Arts in Visual Arts
The Master of Visual Arts degree is 
typically completed over two years 
and requires students to undertake 
independent, advanced research under 
academic supervision. Depending 
on the chosen research pathway, the 
degree culminates in either a written 
dissertation based on theoretical or 
empirical research, or a research report 
accompanied by a substantial body of 
original creative practice for practice-
based studies.

PhD in Visual Arts Research 
A research-intensive doctorate for 
artists and scholars seeking to advance 
knowledge through original research and 
creative practice, preparing graduates for 
leadership in academia, research, and the 
creative industries.

Undergraduate and 
Postgraduate enquiries:
Unlock your creative potential with a 
Visual Arts degree at Nelson Mandela 
University. Contact us today.

visualarts@mandela.ac.za

Visual Arts Secretary: 
+27 41 504 3247

Al Chatbot WhatsApp number: 
+27 87 250 3180 
Simply send a question to start.

Please read the full course descriptions on our website: https://visualarts.mandela.ac.za 

Follow our social media sites: https://linktr.ee/visual_art_nmu
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